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Can I ask about Islām: Book 1 – The Pillars of Faith 
Chapter thirteen 
Can I ask about the Last Day? (Yawm al Ākhir) [part b] 
 

Is it a must to believe in the Last Day?  
 

Yes. Belief in Allāh and the Last Day are inextricably 
linked. Denial of Yawm al Ākhir places a person firmly 
in kufr, may Allāh preserve us from that. Allāh says,  
 

بِاتكِلاوَ	ھِلِوسرَوَِ	2َّاِب	اونمِآ	اونمَآ	نَیذَّلا	اھَُّیَأ	ای 	

لَزَنَأ	يذَّلا	بِاتكِلاوَ	ھِلِوسرَ	ىٰلعَ	لََّزَن	يذَّلا 	

ھِِبُتكُوَ	ھِِتكَِئلامَوَِ	2َّاِب	رُفكَی	نمَوَ	ۚ◌	لُبَق	نمِ 	

اًدیعَب	لاًلاضَ	َّلضَ	دَقَف	رِخِلآا	مِوَیلاوَ	ھِلِسُرُوَ  

O you who have believed, believe1 in Allāh and His Messenger and the Book that He sent 
down upon His Messenger and the Scripture which He sent down before. And whoever 
disbelieves in Allāh, His angels, His books, His messengers and the Last Day has certainly 
gone far astray. 
Sūrah an Nisaa’, 4:136 

 
Are the words about the Last Day metaphorical, or will this be a ‘real’ event?  
 

Yawm al Ākhir is al Hāqqah, the Inevitable Reality. It is a promise that will be fulfilled. It is a Day upon which all 
those who denied it or disagreed over it, will come to realise that it is, in reality, fact and not fiction:  
   

نَومَلعَیسَ لاّكَ َّمُث نَومَلعَیسَ لاّكَ نَوفلَِتخمُ ھِیف مھُ يذَّلا مِیظَعلاِ إَبَّنلا نِعَ نَولءَاسَتَی َّمعَ  

About what are they asking one another? About the great news2 – that over which they are 
in disagreement. No! They will come to know. Then, no! They will come to know.  
Sūrah an Naba’, 78:1-5 
  

نَومَلظُی لا مھُوَ تَبسَكَ ام سٍفَن ُّلكُ تَیِّفوُوَ ھِیف بَیرَ لا مٍوَیلِ مھُانعمَجَ اذِإ فَیكََف  

So how will it be when We assemble them for a Day about which there is no doubt? And each 
soul will be compensated (in full for) what it earned, and they will not be wronged. 
Sūrah Āli ‘Imrān, 3:25 

 
Will anyone be available to help us that day?  

 
No, except by the Permission of Allāh سGاعتو هناحOٰ ,   
 

لًوَقُ ھَل يَضِرَوَ نُمٰحَّرلاُ ھَل نَذَِأ نمَ لاِّإُ ةعَافَّشلا عَُفنَت لا ذٍِئمَوَی  

That Day, no intercession will benefit except (that of) one to whom the Most Merciful has 
given permission and has accepted his word.  
Sūrah Tā Hā, 20:109 

 
1 i.e., renew, confirm and adhere to your belief. 
2 i.e. the resurrection. 



 
What about our friends and supporters on earth? Can they help us?  

 
نَیقَّتمُلا َّلاِإ ٌّوُدعَ ضٍعَبلِ مھُضُعَب ذٍِئمَوَی ءُلاّخَِلأا  

Friends will be powerless to help friends, brothers will be unable to help brothers. Close 
friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the righteous.  
Sūrah az Zakhruf, 43:67 

 
What about the ones we love or who love us, our family, our relatives?  

 
Even your own kith and kin, whom you loved so much on earth, will be too preoccupied with saving themselves 
on that mighty Day. It will be a Day of rank selfishness. Allāh warns us,  
 

ھِیخَأوَ ھِِتَبحِاصوَ ھِینَبِب ذٍِئمِوَی بِاذعَ نمِ يدَتفَی وَل مُرِجمُلا ُّدوََی ۚ مھَُنورَّصَبُی امًیمحَ مٌیمحَ لَُأسَی لاوَ  

ھِیجنُی َّمُث اًعیمجَ ضِرَلأا يِف نمَوَ ھِیوؤُت يتَّلا ھِِتَلیصَفوَ  

And no friend will ask (anything of) a friend, they will be shown each other. The criminal will 
wish that he could be ransomed from the punishment of that Day by his children, and his wife 
and his brother and his nearest kindred who shelter him, and whoever is on earth entirely 
(so) then it could save him.  
Sūrah al Ma’ārij, 70:10-14  

 
Parents will offer kids as ransom? How can that be?  

 
That’s what we are told. Your parents, who had compassion for you whilst you were on earth, will think only of 
themselves on that Day. Mothers, people who are revered for their mercy towards their own children, will 
abandon that mercy and their children on that day! Those little ones will just have to try and save themselves, 
 

اموَ ىٰراكسُ سَاّنلا ىرََتوَ اھَلمحَ لٍمحَ تِاذ ُّلكُ عُضََتوَ تَعضَرَأ امّعَ ةٍَعضِرمُ ُّلكُ لُھَذَت اھَنورََت مَوَی  

ٌدیدشَِ َّ� بَاذعَ َّنكِلٰوَ ىٰراكسُِب مھُ  

 
On that Day you will see it, every nursing mother will be distracted from that (child) she was 
nursing, and every pregnant women will abort her pregnancy.  
Sūrah al Hajj, 22:2 

 
When will the Last Day take place?  

 
Only Allāh knows, but He tells us that it is near,  
 

اًبیرَق نُوكَتَ ةعَاسّلا َّلَعَل كَیردُی اموَ ِۚ َّ�َ دنعِ اھمُلعِ امَّنِإ لُق ۖ ةِعَاسّلا نِعَ سُاّنلا كَُلَأسَی  

People ask you concerning the Hour. Say, “Knowledge of it is only with Allāh and what may 
make you perceive? Perhaps the Hour is near” 
Sūrah al Azhāb, 33:63 

 
The word ‘Hour’ mentioned above (As Sa’ah) is another name for Last Day. It’s proximity, should be a warning 
to us all. Don’t spend your life procrastinating about obeying Allāh and His Messenger لع ^ [صaملسو ه . Don’t 



waste precious moments believing that you have time to change your ways. No! It’s better to better yourself 
now! Your calling to account is closer than you think,  
 

اًبیرَق اًباذعَ مكُانرَذنَأ اّنِإ  
Indeed We have warned you of a near punishment - Sūrah an Naba’, 78:40 

 
Are there any clues that it might be very close?  
 

Yes, there are certain signs, which can help us gauge whether or not Yawm al Ākhir is near. These ashrātas sa’ah 
(Signs of the Hour), have been spoken of extensively in the hadith. Here are just a few examples of the minor 
signs:3  

1. Religious knowledge will be taken away; 
2. Earthquakes will increase in number; 
3. Time will pass quickly; 
4. Killing will increase; 
5. A man passing by the grave of someone 

will wish that he were in his place; 
6. Wealth will become abundant; 
7. The sun will rise from the west. 
8. A slave girl will give birth to her mistress 

and master;4 
9. Barefooted, destitute goat-herders will 

vie with each other in the construction 
of tall buildings; 

10. General ignorance in religious matters 
will increase; 

11. Zina (illegal sexual relations) will prevail; 
12. Men will increase in number and the number of women will decrease, leading to a 1:50 ratio; 
13. Drinking of alcohol will prevail; 
14. Power and authority will fall into the hands of unfit people;  

Okay, so we don’t know exactly when the Hour will arrive, but it is a certainty?  
 

 Yes, Allāh informs us that its time has already been fixed,  
 

اجًاوفَأ نَوتأَتَف رِوصّلا يِف خَُفنُی مَوَی اًتاقیم نَاك لِصَفلا مَوَی َّنِإ  

Indeed, the Day of Judgement is an appointed time. The Day the Horn is blown and you will 
come forth in multitudes.  
Sūrah an Naba’, 78:17-18  

 
Notice here that it is the blowing of a piercing trumpet that will announce the onset of the Last Day.  

 
Yes. That verse also mentions people coming in ‘multitudes.’ What does that mean?  
 

 
3 numbers 1-7: Bukhāri 9-88-237; numbers 8-9: Muslim 10, Ibn Mājah 1-1-63; numbers 10-13: Bukhāri 1-3-80; number 14: Bukhāri 1-3-56.  
4 An allusion to the disrespect children will show towards their parents. 



The ancient scholar Attabari5  states that, ‘it means every community will come forth with its messengers.’ 
Indeed, Allāh reminds us,  

مھِمِامِإِب سٍانُأ َّلكُ وعدَن مَوَی  

(Mention, O Muhammad), the day we will call forth every people with their leader6 
Sūrah al Isrā’, 17:71 
 
That’s a lot of people!  

 
Yes. Everyone, who has ever existed, will be raised to life. They will rise from the earth like vegetables growing 
from the ground, 
  

Abu Hurairah.  هنع vwر 
x ̂  narrates that the Messenger of Allāh لع ̂ [صaملسو ه  said “between 

the two blows of the trumpet, is forty.” They asked, “forty days?” He replied, “I refuse (to 
answer)”. They asked, “forty years?” He said, “I refuse.” Then he said, “Then Allāh will send 
down from the heaven water causing mankind to grow like vegetables (from the earth). 
Nothing remains of the man except coccyx (tailbone) and from it mankind will be (re-)created 
on the Day of Resurrection.”  
Bukhāri 

 
Indeed, the ground itself will expel them, all the dead and all else buried inside 
 

اھَلاقثَأ ضُرَلأا تِجَرَخَأوَ اھَلازلزِ ضُرَلأا تَِلزِلزُ اذِإ  

When the earth is shaken with its (final) quake, and the earth discharges its burdens  
Sūrah az Zalzalah, 99:1-2)  

 
Notice that Allāh mentions the earth will ‘quake.’ It will be a day of total destruction. The earth itself will be 
levelled flat, 

اًفصَفصَ اعًاق اھرَُذَیَف اًفسَن يّبرَ اھُفسِنَی لُقَف لِابجِلا نِعَ كََنولَأسَیوَ  
And they ask you about the mountains, so say, “My Lord will blow them away with a Blast. 
And He will leave it 
(i.e., the earth) a 
level plain.  
Sūrah Tā Hā, 
20:105-106 

 
And notice the reference to 
mountains being blown away. 
This single fact alone 
graphically indicates what that 
Day will be like. Can you think 
of anything more firm or secure 
than mountains? Trees are firm 
but they can be chopped down. 
Buildings are firm, but they too 
can collapse. Mountains carry 
powerful connotations of 

 
5 Quoted by Ibn Kathīr in his tafseer of the Qur’ān 
6 Other meanings are “with their record of deeds” or “with that which they had followed.” 



strength in our minds, but on the Last Day they will be like tufts of cotton wool [101:5] or like clouds passing 
across the sky [27:88] 

 
What else are we informed about, that will happen?  

 
What follows is just one from amongst many descriptions of this Dreadful Day,  
 

تَلطِّعُ رُاشعِلا اَذِإوَ ترَِّیسُ لُابجِلا اَذِإوَ ترََدكَنا مُوجُّنلا اَذِإوَ ترَوِّكُ سُمَّشلا اَذِإ  

تَلِئسُُ ةَدوءومَلا اَذِإوَ تجَوِّزُ سُوفُّنلا اَذِإوَ ترَجِّسُ رُاحِبلا اَذِإوَ ترَشِحُ شُوحوُلا اَذِإوَ  

ّعسُ مُیحجَلا اَذِإوَ تطَشِكُ ءُامَّسلا اَذِإوَ ترَشُِن فُحُُّصلا اَذِإوَ تَلِتُق بٍنَذِ يَّأِب ترَِ  

ترَضَحَأ ام سٌفَن تمَلِعَ تَفلِزُأُ ةَّنجَلا اَذِإوَ  

When the sun is wrapped up (in darkness), and when the stars fall dispersing, 
And when the mountains are removed, and when the full term she-camels are neglected,7  
And when the wild beasts are gathered, and when the seas have overflowed into each other, 
And when the souls are united, and when the girl (who was) buried alive is asked for what 
sin she was killed,8 
And when the pages (of deeds) are spread (made public), and when the sky is stripped 
away, 
And when Hellfire is set ablaze, and when Paradise is bought near, 
(Then) each soul shall know what it has brought (with it, i.e., deeds).  
Sūrah ath Takweer, 81:1-14  

 
Can I ask about Paradise and Hellfire?  
 

Insha’Allāh, we will examine those places in the next chapter. In the meantime, here is a beautiful hadith about 
the Last Day, to reflect upon and follow,  
 

Narrated Abu Huraira, The Prophet ملسو ھیلع  ىلص الله   said, Allāh will give shade, to seven, on the 
Day when there will be no shade but His:  
• A just ruler,  
• A youth who has been brought up in the worship of Allāh, 
• A man whose heart is attached to the mosques, 
• Two persons who love each other only for Allāh's sake and they meet and part in Allāh's 

cause only; 
• A man who refuses the call of a charming woman of noble birth for illicit intercourse with 

her and says: “I am afraid of Allāh;”  
• A man who gives charitable gifts so secretly that his left hand does not know what his right 

hand has given; 
• And a person who remembers Allāh in seclusion and his eyes are then flooded with tears. 
Bukhāri  

  

 
7 Ten months pregnant, nearing delivery. Verse alludes to distraction from the most valued of possessions. 
8 Allusion to the pagan practice in pre-Islāmic Arabia of burying newly born daughters alive. 



 
The Last Day [part b] 

 
 

Questions  
 
 
 

1. Will anyone be able to help us on the Last Day?  

2. Except for those who did good, how will friends behave towards each other  

on the Last Day?  

3. When will the Last Day take place? Is its time fixed already?  

4. What are the ashraatas sa’ah?  

5. List some of the minor signs of the Hour.  

6. Describe what will happen to the world around us on that Day. Give a few examples.  

7. Referring to the famous hadith as narrated by Abu Huraira, who are the seven people who will be 

protected by the Shade of Allāh’s Throne on the Last Day.  
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